TIP Project Selection Process

ECTC is updating its five-year (2008-2012) Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) of projects.  The planning process to update the five-year Program begins with asking for new transportation projects in Chemung County that should be considered for Federal transportation funding.  To be eligible projects must be highway, bridge, transportation safety, or highway-related and on roads that Federal-aid eligible, meaning on roads that function at a higher level than a local road.  If an eligible project needs funding by 2012, even to just begin the design process, submitting an application should be considered.  

The ECTC TIP screening process ranks submitted projects to be placed on the Transportation Improvement Program (TIP).  The process ranks potential projects according to their relevance to each of the eight goals from ECTC’s  Long-Range Transportation Plan. In the application (pages 5-8, # 3-10), a description of how each goal is met by the project is requested.  Each goal is given equal weight (12.5%) and is worth 10 points. The criteria, listed in the form of questions below the goals, are used to evaluate how well that goal is met by each project. If a criterion is not applicable, it is not be included in the scoring.  For example, a project might be scored as follows:

	Goal
	Points Earned

	1
	6

	2
	8

	3
	4

	4
	2

	5
	5

	6
	8

	7
	4

	8
	9

	Total
	45/80

	
	


The following are the 8 ECTC goals from the Long-Range Transportation Plan.  Use the detailed questions listed under each goal as a guide to describing how the project meets the specific Plan goal.

1. Maintenance, operate, manage, and, where necessary, upgrade the existing

infrastructure, using new technology where appropriate.

a. Does this project involve the use of advanced technologies, including coordinated traffic signals?

b. Does this project ensure the maintenance of key infrastructure?

c. Does this project increase data/information that can be used in planning and/or operations, including GIS?

d. Were management systems (bridge, pavement, transit, or safety) used to develop this project?  

2. Integrate transportation, economic development and land use planning to promote sustainable development.

a. Is this project identified in, and/or is consistent with, a local comprehensive plan?

b. Does this project focus development near existing centers?

c. Have impacts to farmland and open space been considered?

d. Have opportunities to encourage tourism been utilized?

e. Does the project have benefits in both long- and short-terms?

f. Does this project encourage the conversion of vacant/underutilized property to active use?

g. Does the project improve access to transit service?
3. Enhance the role of multi-modal systems in meeting the region’s mobility and accessibility needs.

a. Does this project contribute to quality or increased awareness of transit service?

b. Does this project support intermodal linkages in the transportation system, especially for bicycles and pedestrians??

c. Does this project improve access to the airport?

d. Does this project enhance access to railroad service to or through the region?

4. Address the safety and security of the transportation system for motorized and non-motorized users.

a. Does this project support developed and adopted emergency response plans?

b. Was this project developed in collaboration with emergency response organizations such as fire and policy departments?

c. Does this project address an identified crash\accident location?

d. Does this project support the use of intelligent transportation systems to improve safety or security situations?

5. Support regional and statewide corridors through investments and initiatives.

a. Does this project include investment in identified statewide, regional or local corridors?

b. Is this project the product of collaboration with other jurisdictions in the same corridor?

c. Does this project support connections between multiple transit systems?

d. Does this project support the adopted local municipal comprehensive plan?

6. Protect and enhance the natural environment, encourage conservation of energy and improve the quality of life.

a. Does this project provide access to and/or support riverfront development?

b. Does this project support walking and biking?

c. Does this project encourage use of alternative modes?

d. Does this project complement transportation demand management efforts?

e. Does this project improve air quality in the region?

f. Does this project preserve environmental assets unique to Chemung County?

7. Reinforce the City of Elmira’s role as the center of the region’s governmental service,

institutional and transportation activities.

a. Does this project support access to Elmira’s governmental, institutional and cultural resources?
b. Does this project create or support quality linkages between centers and the outlying communities?
c. Does this program support transit activities related to population centers?

8. Ensure than an adequate transportation infrastructure is in place to accommodate and attract regional development.

a. Does this project reduce the number of deficient bridges or the miles of deficient pavement?

b. Does this project improve the efficiency of the movement of goods and/or people?

c. Does this project improve or enhance regional recreation and trails?

After each project application has been scored, each project will be ranked based on its score and its relevance to other ECTC priority issues including but not limited to:

1. Emphasis on projects focused on maintenance and operations
2. Emphasis on projects which improve safety

3. Adherence to Title VI and ECTC Environmental Justice Policy
4. Distribution of projects relative to geographic equity
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